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Permt. U.S. of S.

Parly. U.S. S.

Secretary of State.

Your Reference................................................ ......

DRAFT. a

U.K. DELEGATION,

GENEVA.

NO. ,SERET

Following for MaGillivray from Trafford Smith.

Begins.

Your reference No. 21 of the 21st August. Disposal

of British officers.

We agree generally with the line you have taken

buat..haua the following comments*-

Contract officers. Presumably the contracts already

contain the normal provision of 3 months' notice or

1 month's pay in lieu.

Your paragraph 2. Gseokal Service officers.

Absorption in other Colonies may be difficult. It is

'not merely a question of the type of post but also of

the seniority of the officers, &qa.ts-; It will

probably prove difficult to transfer Senior Administra-

tive and Judicial officers. Every effort would be made

to absorb suh.effeera, but the extent to which it

would be practicable requires detailed consideration.

It seems desirable that the Committee should realise

that likelihood of transfer is not an alternative to

compensation.

Special compensation on the lines of that provided

by the Donoughmore and Soulbury Commissions in Ceylon

would be necessary, i.e. terms more favourable than

abolition of office terms in the Palestine Pensions

Ordinance. (Incidentally,. the first sentence of your

paragraph 3(1) is not quite accurate. Abolition of

/ office

FURTHER ACTION.



office terms under the Ordinance give an addition

over and above pension earned by length of service,

but subject to the condition that in no case can

'the officer get more than the normal pension earned

on reaching the age limit.)

Your paragraph 3(2). The speiar scheme adopted

in the case of Indian officers was for special

gratuity in addition to pension earned by length

of service. This precedent would not be followed.

Your paragraph 4. The fact that some officers

are liable to compulsory transfer would not exclude

them from option for special compensation benefits,

i.e. they could either accept transfer offered or

retire with compensation as they choose.

Your paragraph 5. Special arrangements would

also be necessary for Pblice other ranks, for whom

there is little or no prospect of absorption in other

Colonies. Compensation terms similar to, if not

identical with those for other British officers would

no doubt be necessary. Ends.
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DELBATION)

No. 1556. D. 3.25 p.m. 26th August, 1947

26th Augustt, 1947
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Following for acGillivray from Trafford Smith.

[Begins]

Your letter reference No. 21 of the 21st August.
Disposal of British officers.

We agree generally with the line you have taken
subject to the following comments:-

Contract officers. Presumably the contracts
already coVtain the normal provision of 5 months notice
or 1 month s pay in lieu.

Your paragraph 2. Unified Service officers.
Absorption in other Colonies may be difficult. It is
not merely ai question of the type of post but also of
the seniority of the officers. It will probably prove
difficult to transfer Senior Administrative and Judicial
officers. Every effort would be made to absorb them, but
the extent to which it would be practicable requires
detailed consideration. It seems desirable that the
Committee should realise that likelihood of transfer is
not an alternative to compensation.

Special compensation on the lines of that provided
by the Donoughmore and Soulbury Commissions in Ceylon
would be necessary, ie. terms more favourable than
abolition of office terms in the Palestine Pensions
Ordinance, ( identally the first sentence of your
paragraph 5 1) is not quite accurate. Abolition of office
terms under he Ordinance give, an addition ever and above
pension earned by length of service, but subject to the
condition that in no case can the officer get more than
the normal pension earned on reaching the age limit).

Your paragraph 5 (2). The scheme adopted in
the case of Ind o fficers was for special gratuit in
addit ion to pension tared by lngth of service. 1111s
precedent would not(repeat not) be followed.

Your paragraph 4. The fact that some officers
are liable to compulsory transfer would not exclude them

from .....
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!. It is thought that it Wi be desirable, as soon as
the British attitude on thePalestine question is made cle r

at the United Nations Asembly, to issue an announcement to

the Palestine Civil Service with the ob;)ect of reassuring
them that their interests will be adequately safeguarded in

the event of constitutional changes. The RIgh Commissioner

has been consulted and agrees,Such an announcement would
necessarily have to be in very general terms until the actual
conditions to be met are known and until compensation benefits
to be granted have been worked out in detail, but it is
suggested that the following'points should be made,-

(a) Every effort will be made to absorb expatriate
off icers serving in permanent appolntments by their voluntary
transfer to suitable poets elsewhere in the Colonial Service.

(b) Expatriate officers serving in permanent
appointments whom it is not possible to absorb elsewhere or

who do not wish to accept transfer will be permit tted to retire

with suitable compensation for loss of office.

(c) Steps will be taken to secure the rights of non-
expatriate officers to retiring benefitse earned under the
Pensions and Provident Fund Ordinances. Further considerations
of the position of non-expatr ate officers must.necessarily
await clarification of the constitutional arrangements which

would replace the British administration on its withdrawal.

(d) British police whose normal retiring benefits

are provided under the Police Ordinance will be granted
enhanced benefits on premature termination of service.

(e) The question of the terms to be granted under

(b) and (d) is now under active consideration .

2. 3 b ject to any comments you may wish to make X

suggest that you should issue an announcement on the above

lines at the appropriate moment, which might be about twenty-
~our hours after ouzr attitude has been made clear at NewY York.

1 ,

I tim. M.l
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DEPR'NTAL N0.1.

TO. V -A. %&K

(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations)Y

No. 3163

September 25th,1947. D. 3.00 p. in. September 25th, 1947.
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MOST IMMEDIATE

SECRET

Following
Office.

Following is
future of British

for martin from Mathieson Colonial

text of telegram sent
officers in Palestine.

to Gurney

[Begins]

1. It is thought that it will be desirable, as
soon as the British attitude on the Palestine question
is made clear at the United Nations Assembly, to issue
an announcement to the Palestine Civil Service with
the object of reassuring theta that their interests will
be adequately safeguarded in the event of constitutional
changes. The High Commissioner has been consulted and
agrees. Such an announcement would necessarily have
to be in very general terms until the actual conditions
to be met are 1nown and until compensation benefits to
be granted have been worked out in detail but it is
suggested that the following points should be made:-

(a) Every effort
expatriate officers serving
by their voluntary transfer
in the Colonial Service.

will be made to absorb
in permanent appointments
to suitable pasts elsewhere

(b) Expatriate officers serving in permanent
appointments whom it is not possible to absorb elsewhere
or who do not wish to accept transfer will be permitted
to retire with suitable compensation for loss of office.

(c) Steps will be taken to secure the rights
of non-expatriate officers to retiring benefits earned
under the Pensions and Provident Fund Ordinances.
Further consideration of the position of non- eatriate
officers must necessarily await clarification o the
constitutional arrangements which would replace the
British administration on its withdrawal.

(d) British police whose normal retiring
benefits arc provided under the Police Ordinance will
granted enhanced benefits en premature termination of
service.
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(.) Die question of the teriu to be wanted
under (b) Is nw ner otive consider te

2. Subject to any osamts you may WIh to ake I
suggest tat a shuld issue an' anneaanemnt en the
abte ulir aothe appropriate auent. WhiGh ught beabut twe t rhoars af ter our attitude has been made
oleaf at New York.
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Cypher/bTP DPARITMTAL NO.l1

FROM NEW YORK TO FCREIGNs OFFICE

(From United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations)

No. 2657 D. 8.56 p.m. 26th September, 1947

26th September,1947 R. 2.45 a.m. 27th September, 1947
Repeated to Washington (Saving)

88888

SECRET

Your telegram No. 5165.

Following for Mathieson, Colonial Office from Martin.

Please arrange for text of announcement to be
tele aped here and inform me of time of release.
It might be convenient to refer to it as confirmation
of sincerity of Secretary of State's reference to
possibility of withdrawal. Fantastic interpretation

ea ems suggested by Horowitz of Jewish
Agency was that His aesty's Government wish to
create artificial dead ock with a view to maintaining
status quo in Palestine.

[Copies sent to Colonial Office]

I
12)

A'

4 f ""

,-; r"

I ^

T


